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Course Description

Christ commands His children to “love God, love people and make disciples” (Mt. 22:37-40; 28:16-20).  This course will examine the role of the local church and para-church organizations in facilitating, guiding and nurturing the spiritual growth of believers from infancy through the end of life.  The teaching/learning process will be evaluated primarily in terms of intentional growth outcomes in the lives of Christians at all levels of spiritual maturity.  2 hours.

Course Goals

Our aim includes gaining a biblical vision of making “disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).    Included in this hope is that each student would engage in discipling (through his/her individual calling) with particular emphasis on the process and goal of the strategic outcome—spiritual maturity.     
Course Objectives
Strategic:
Students will be inspired to be disciplers and mentors who approach the call of discipleship with a commitment to 

· The biblical purpose and mandate of disciple-making.

· Whole-hearted passion and love for discipleship

· An intentional strategy for spiritual maturation  
Cognitive:

· The student will gain biblical understanding of the meaning and application of discipleship from a Hebraic and Galilean cultural perspective.  We will answer the question, “What did it mean to be a talmid of the Rabbi Jesus?”

· The student will be briefly introduced to agape discipleship: with the view toward answering the question, “What does a discipler look like?”  

· The student will learn what ‘following Jesus’ looked like in the post-ascension world. 

· The student will contextualize “make disciples of all nations” to our post-Christian, post-modern, emergent world.  Here we will seek to understand what it means to be a disciple in today’s world. 
· The student will investigate and evaluate various intersecting and overlapping discipleship methodologies.  

· The student will come to appreciate the wide-range of models and curricula and solidify one that fits his/her style and philosophy of ministry.

Affective: 

· The student will be challenged to a deeper level of discipleship on a personal and community level.

· The student will be moved to integrate her/his calling to ministry with an intentional discipleship vision.

· The student will confront attitudes, ideas and values that need to be aligned with biblical teaching in order to maximize personal and community impact.

· The student will be impassioned afresh with the Great Commission.

Behavioral:

· The student will engage in the practical task of incarnating Jesus in everyday life.   

· The student will demonstrate the ability of discipling others.

· The student’s in-class discussion and out-of-class projects will reflect excellent familiarity with the assigned readings and ancillary research material.

· Assignments will reflect graduate-level research and writing skills, with emphasis upon understanding the core arguments of others and being able to contribute to discussion in a healthy and wholesome manner.

· Students will be able to defend and qualify personal opinions.

Textbooks

*By clicking on the links of the texts in this syllabus, which are linked to Amazon.com, Western Seminary San Jose will receive a small return on the purchases made.  Any additional purchases made on Amazon, when initially entering Amazon using the links for these texts, will also earn WS a small return.

Required:  30 hours of reading 

· Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  The Cost of Discipleship.  Simon and Schuster. 0-684-81500-1. (pages 35-101 = 2 hours).  Read at a devotional (familiarity) level.  In my opinion, there really is no other book on discipleship that compares with this one. I will give an additional 50 bonus points to the student who reads the book in its entirety. 

· Gregg Ogden.  Transforming Discipleship: Making Disciples a Few at a Time.  IVP. 0-8308-2388-3. (pp.1-197 = 6 hours.)

· Michael J. Wilkins. Following the Master.  Zondervan. 0-310-52151-3 (required 1-400 = 10 hours).

· Tim Chester and Steve Timmis.  Total Church.  Crossway. 978-1-4335-0208-8.  (pp. 1-125 = 3 hours).

· Eugene Peterson, A Long Obedience in the Same Direction.  Intervarsity Press. 978-0830822577.   (required 1-100=3 hours).  This should be read as a daily devotional.

Choose One of the Following (6 hours):
  

· Youth Pastors or workers. Brian J. Mahan, Michael Warren, David F. White. Awakening Youth Discipleship. Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2007.
* Pastors or those called to pastoral ministry.  Bill Hull.  The Disciple-Making Pastor. Revell. 0-8007-5720-3

* Interested in working within your church’s various ministries? Bill Hull. The Disciple-Making Church. Revell. 0-8007-5627-4

* For Understanding Discipleship in a Contemporary Context. Glen H. Stassen and David Gushee.  Kingdom Ethics: Following Jesus in Contemporary Context. IVP.
* For further studies on discipleship.  Dallas Willard.  The Great Omission.  Harper San Francisco.  2006.  Donald B. Kraybill, The Upside Down Kingdom. Herald Press.
* Or any other pre-approved book fitting within the qualifications of this course and scope of the student’s ministry.  (Please see the instructor for approval)

Each student will need to write a two-page reflection on the book they chose for their final reading piece, which will be due on the last day of class (June 21, 2010). 
Course Requirements

1.  Reading = 300 points (30 hours)

Students are required to read at a Mastery Level (see description below) unless otherwise mentioned.   
According to Western Seminary standards there are two levels 

· Familiarity level.  This level assumes knowledge of the material assigned and leads to accountability in class. (45 pages per hour). 

· Mastery level. Reading at this level will average about 20 pages per hour and assumes careful reflective interaction with the ideas, note taking, and will lead to accountability in class, and papers at a mastery level (1000 pages = 50 hours).  

These are intended to serve as flexible guidelines or rules of thumb; they are not thought to be rigid.  It is certainly understood that books are printed with varying numbers of words per page and written to varying reading levels.

Each reading assignment should be completed before the class session that it is due on (see course schedule below for due dates) so that you will be able to participate in and benefit from the class discussions. Due date:  As assigned in the course schedule.
2.  Biblical Theology of Discipleship = 100 points (10 hours)  
Students will read through Luke and Acts entirely and will submit a 10-page reflection paper focused on:  the relationship of Jesus to the Twelve; noting how the term “disciple” and its cognates are used; describing the biblical characteristics of both disciplers and disciples; the purpose and function of disciples, and examining how Jesus’ model was implemented in the church of the first century.   Due date:  June 1.
3.  Discipling Practicum = 150 points (15 hours)  
I am presenting two options that will need to be completed between April 26 and June 21 (6 weeks) spending an average of 1 hour a week.  On June 20 you must submit a 2-3 page strategy on what it would look like if you took seriously the call to be a disciple who makes disciples.     
A. Be Discipled.  Approach someone you respect in this area and ask them to disciple you for 6 weeks in a particular concentration of discipleship.   
B. Disciple Someone.  Invite someone into a discipleship relationship with you, preferably within your local church/community (exceptions will be considered on a case-by-case basis).  In order to complete this project you will: 
1. If you don’t know where to start allow me to suggest one of the following:  Gregg Ogden’s Discipleship Essentials, IVP (1998).  This book is a supplement to the required reading book and lays out 24 lessons you can select from on discipleship.  Or my more intensive track on Talmidim (www.beloved.ws )
2. Build a relationship with this individual sharing your life and Scripture in common places (cafés, parks, homes, etc.) and in everyday rhythms of life.
3. Assess his/her current spiritual status as a disciple of Christ (both in terms of comprehension as well as transformation) and then chart where you would like to take him/her (be intentional) in the following 6 weeks. 
 Due date:  June 20.
4.  Small Group Research & Presentation = 100 points (10 hours) 

During the first half of the semester, you will form small groups (2-3 in a group) to research and present.  Your presentation should summarize your group’s feelings, thoughts and conclusions on what growing disciples intentionally looks like today. The last 20 minutes of each class will be given to group research and work time.  Each presentation should include the following:  

1. What identities should a disciple embrace and cultivate?   Who are disciples called to be?
2. How can we create a culture of disciple-making in our world?

3. Why (or why not) is the church making disciples effectively today?   

4. What have you gained from this course and what are your personal ministry/discipleship plans?

5. How can we best integrate our lives with the overall mission of disciplehood?     
Small group presentations will be made in class on June 8.

Written Work

Papers must be written to a near-thesis standard. That is, minimum format standards must be met, as defined below. English grammar, idiom and spelling must be up to graduate level. Always include a strong introduction paragraph-

Declare what you intend to show the reader-and conclusion paragraph. Qualities valued include clarity, succinctness, and precision. 
* 1" margins top, bottom and sides 

* Double-space 

* 12-point standard.

* Indent paragraphs .5 inch 

* No extra line-feed between paragraphs 

* Underline section headings 

* Staple; no paperclips, folders, or fanfold 

* Page numbers 

* Title page is preferred. Any paper sent by email must include a title page.

10% of the grades on the typed papers will be Form, that is, conformity to the above standards. (Our purpose is to motivate all Western Seminary students to present work that consistently looks as good as its content is.) 

All work must reflect Master's Level use of the English Language.  Plagiarism will result in failure of the first assignment so discovered.  A second instance will result in failure in the course.

3.  Class Attendance & Participation = 50 points (24 hours)

Class sessions will be a combination of lecture, DVDs, question/answer, and small group discussions from the reading.  Because of the intensive nature of this course it is essential that you attend and participate fully in each of the six sessions throughout the semester.  Please see the current Western Seminary Catalog (p. 27) for attendance requirements, make-up of missed assignments, medical and family emergencies, etc.   
Grading Scale:
A+ 
      

A            

A-   

99-100%   

95-98%   

94-93%   


B+


B


B-

92-91%  

90-88% 

87-86%


C+


C


C-

85-84%

83-81%  

80-79%


D+


D


D-

78-77%               76-74%  

73-70%
In Summary: Students will be assessed in the following ways

300   
Reading (30 hours)

100 
Biblical Theology of Discipleship (10 hours)

150
Discipling Practicum  (15 hours)

100
Small Group Research and Presentation (10 hours)

  50 
Attendance and participation for the semester

700
TOTAL

Note: The reading and written assignments must be completed BEFORE the class due date on the course schedule.   In other words, Luke 1-24, Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 2:13-17; John 1:35-50 must be completed before the first class.

Course Schedule

	Class Session
	Class Date
	Topic & Assignment

	1
	4/27/11
5:15pm-9:55pm


	I. Syllabus & Small Group Selection
II. The Call to Make Disciples
III. Plight of Discipleship in the West

IV. Barna Review and Critique/Waggoner Review.

V. DVD:  “When the Rabbi Says Come” (28 minutes)

VI. Discussion:  How is the church faring in the quest to make disciples? 

Reading: Luke 1-24, Matt. 4:18-22; Mark 2:13-17; John 1:35-50.  Must be completed before first class.

	2
	5/4/11
5:15pm-9:55pm


	I. What is discipleship?  Biblical and Cultural Foundations for understanding discipleship.

II.  Johannine Disciplehood: disciples triad
III. Discussion: Wilkins chapters 1, 2 and 7,8. 

IV. DVD:   “When the Rabbi says, ‘Go’”  (22 minutes)

V. Discussion: Present Day Discipleship 

VI. Historicity of Disciples and Disciplemaking
VII. What does it mean to be a disciple in today’s world?

Reading:  Acts; Wilkins, Following The Master. pp. 1-170.  Must be completed before class.

Project:  Begin Discipleship Practicum.

	3
	5/11/11
5:15pm-9:55pm


	I. Each student will present the challenges they are facing in discipling or being discipled (from the project) Definitions: “discipleship” “disciple” “discipler”

II. Agapao Discipleship: becoming a discipler
III. A community approach to disciplehood
IV. DVD:  The Presence of God: a counter-cultural community.  (28 minutes) 

 Reading: Bonhoeffer, Cost of Discipleship (pp.35-101); Chester, Total Church (pp. 1-125).

	4
	5/18/11
5:15pm-9:55pm


	I. Discussion:  What did you learn from the Biblical Theology of Discipleship?

II. How To Be Intentional

III. Discussion:  Are we intentional in Discipleship?  Do our churches have a culture of discipleship or a program for discipleship? 

IV. Creating a Culture of Discipleship

V. Ogden Review:

VI. DVD:  “An Unlikely Disciple” (12 minutes)

Reading:  Ogden, Transforming Discipleship (1-199).

Paper due: Biblical Theology of Discipleship

	5
	6/1/11
5:15pm-9:55pm


	I. Models of effective discipleship.

II. The use of various measurements and inventories in discipling. 

III. A précis of various para-church discipleship programs

IV. Key principles in growing disciples intentionally from various writers. 

V. Group Discussion:  identify the challenges and goals of growing intentional disciples. 

 Reading:  Read book of your choice from aforementioned reading section.  Come to class having read your book and ready to discuss what you learned. Wilkins, Following the Master (completed)

	6
	6/8/11
5:15pm-9:55pm


	I. Small Groups Research and Presentation 

II. Recapitulation 

III. A nomadic saga of the Agapao and how that relates to the various discipleship paths we trek

IV. Challenge: How will you build ministries to accomplish the great task set before you?

Reading: Turn in your book report for your personal selection book.

Project: Small Groups Research and Presentation 

	Final Papers Due
	6/20/11
	Please email me all coursework @ jeffrey.c.garner@gmail.com  before midnight on 6/21/10.

Reading:  All reading completed.

Project:  Discipleship Practicum


� Your choice should reflect a ministry setting you’re currently involved with or one you sense a calling toward.








