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SYLLABUS

Course Description

Strategies for biblically based evangelism are explained in this course. You will develop your own skills in personal evangelism as well as how to do evangelism through the local church. You will develop an ability to explain the believability and truthfulness of Christianity that often arise in evangelistic moments through a biblically based, culturally relevant apologetic strategy.  

Course Objectives
Cognitive (head): As a result of this course the student should understand …
· The definition of the Gospel and the mediums through which it can be communicated.   

· The definition and purpose of apologetics.
· How to interpret personal stories and cultural stories within the Gospel’s redemptive arc (Gospel Fluency).  

· How to apply “good news” to personal stories and cultural stories (Gospel Fluency).   

· How to pray and intercede for not-yet-believers.

· The role that Gospeling plays in the larger narrative of disciple-making.
Affective (heart): As a result of this course the student should …

· Embrace her/his identity as missionaries

· Experience empathy for wayward children of the Creator that results in consistent prayer, reliance on the Holy Spirit, and creative responses to share ‘Good News.’
· Be convinced of the power of the Gospel to change lives.
· Overcome fears and doubts that often accompany the idea of sharing Jesus and entering into dialogue with not-yet-believers.
Volitive (hands): As a result of this course the student should …

· Seek to embody the Good News of Jesus Christ.

· Devotedly become more dependent and obedient to the teachings of Jesus and be an incarnational apologetic by living out the values of the Kingdom (Acts 2).

· Intentionally live in a community of disciples as a communal apologetic.  

· Intentionally serve the world in such a way that outsiders can come to know who God is and what God has done for us in Jesus Christ.   
Required Texts:

Alan Hirsch, The Forgotten Ways, Brazos.  ISBN: 1587431645   $13.17
Time: familiarity level, 6 hours   

Timothy Keller. The Reason for God. Dutton. ISBN: 0525950494
$16.47
Time: familiarity level, 6 hours

Leslie Newbigin. Gospel in a Pluralist Society. Eerdmans. ISBN: 0802804268     $16.15
Time: familiarity level, 8 hours
N.T. Wright. Simply Christian.  Harper One. ISBN: 0061920622; Retail Price: $15.18

Time: mastery level, 8 hours
Federal law now requires institutions to provide the ISBN numbers and retail prices for all required books. Western Seminary encourages students to visit Amazon.com in order to obtain these titles at a reduced rate.  Please support Western by using the following links for all your Amazon purchases – a minimum of 4% comes to Western Seminary.

Course Requirements
Attendance and Late Assignments: Students are expected to attend all class meetings. Students who miss class are responsible for missed work. Unexcused absences and tardiness will impact a student’s grade. Students who anticipate an absence should discuss it in advance with the instructor. Students who miss more than one-third of class-time will not pass the course. 

Reading

You will need to have read Hirsch (6 hours), Keller (6 hours) and Newbigin (8 hours) at a familiarity level by January 1.     Compose your most meaningful quotes/insights (1-2 sentences) from each chapter of the books read at a familiarity level (Keller, Hirsch, Newbigin).  Rate each book giving one (weak) to five (strong) points each for readability, insight, practicality, challenge and biblical faithfulness.  Briefly explain your ratings (4 hours).  

Read Wright (8 hours) at a mastery level by January 25.  Write a one (1) page reflection on Wright’s book. Rate Simply Christian giving one to five points each for readability, insight, practicality, challenge and biblical faithfulness, explaining briefly your rating (2 hours).  

Reading Standards
According to Western Seminary standards there are two reading levels 

· Familiarity level.  This level assumes knowledge of the material assigned and leads to accountability in class. (45 pages per hour). 

· Mastery level. Reading at this level will average about 20 pages per hour and assumes careful reflective interaction with the ideas, note taking, and will lead to accountability in class, and papers at a mastery level (1000 pages = 50 hours).  

Projects

1. Mock Apologetic Session.  On the first day of class you will be assigned a teammate.  Your team will select one apologetic issue (e.g., resurrection, theodicy, exclusivity of Christ).  This means you will need to come to class on January 2 having thought through a tough apologetic question. The question could be one dealt with by Keller, Newbigin or Wright or another that's of keen interest. The Mock Session will be an 8-minute presentation where one student is to be the questioner, the other student the defender. Points will be given for (1) how well you understand the question, (2) how well you articulate the Gospel’s response to the question, (3) how you maintain faith vis-à-vis the apologetic issue.   Give careful consideration to your methodology of answering questions in your presentation. Hear the question, summarize proposed answers, locate and develop common ground, lead the questioner to the Gospel. Presentations will be on Wednesday, January 4. (5 hours)

2. Field Study.  On December 12, 2011 pray and ask the Holy Spirit to guide you in identifying an unbeliever (agnostic, atheist, prodigal, etc.) with whom you can share the Gospel with the goal of obeying the Great Commission.  Each week the student will journal (a) how s/he is praying/interceding for the not-yet-believer, (b) what steps the student senses the Spirit is calling her/him to take in building a redemptive relationship, (c) and what progress is being made or challenges the student is facing.   At the end of the course the student will write a paper that includes the (a) the journal and (b) explains what you learned by interceding for this person. (5 hours) Due no later than February 24.
3. Gospel Presentation. You will present the Gospel to an unbeliever.  After you present the Gospel you will submit the following report to the professor: (1) summarize the Gospel presentation that you gave to the unbeliever (1 page); (2) ask the recipient to comment on the presentation regarding—(a) what they understood the main message to be and (b) what was most and least convincing about your presentation (1 page).  (3) What you learned from the experience (1 paragraph).  (5 hours). February 24.
4. Church Assessment Paper.  Write a 3 to 5 page paper evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of your church's evangelistic philosophy and practice.  In a page each, explain: (1) your church’s theology of evangelism, (2) how it works in practice, and (3) how effective it is from your viewpoint. (4) Conclude with suggestions for greater impact on lost and unchurched people. Present your paper to the (5) church's leadership for response that you will include with the paper. (10 hours) Due March 1. 

Writing Standards
Papers must be written to a near-thesis standard. That is, minimum format standards must be met, as defined below. English grammar, idiom and spelling must be up to graduate level. Always include a strong introduction paragraph – declare what you intend to show the reader – and conclusion paragraph. Qualities valued include clarity, succinctness and precision. [Instructor’s note – creative thought is welcome! Just make sure your ideas and intuitions are substantiated!] Here are the details:

· 1” margins top, bottom and sides

· Double-space 

· 12 point standard, with legible, normal fonts

· Indent paragraphs .5 inch

· No extra line feed between pages (Format-Paragraph-Space After)

· Underline section headings

· Staple pages – no paperclips, fan folding, covers or folders

· Pages numbers

· Title page preferred. Any emailed paper must have a title page, even a short assignment

· Submit any e-papers in MS Word 95 or later

· 10% of the grades on all papers will be Form.

· All work must reflect Master’s Level use of the English language. Plagiarism will result in the failure of the first assignment discovered; a second instance will result in failure on the course.

Grading
	Gospel Presentation 
	100 pts.

	Mock Apologetics Presentation 
	75 pts.

	Church Assessment Paper
	150 pts.

	Reading, Chapter Quotes and Reflections
	200 pts.

	Field Study
	75 pts.

	TOTAL
	600


The grading scale is A+ 99-100%, A 95-98%, A- 94-93%, B+ 92-91%, B 90-88%, B- 87-86%, C+ 85-84%, C 83-81%, C- 80-79%, D+ 78-77%, D 76-74%, D- 73-70%. Borderline grades will be determined on the basis of class participation and pattern of improvement. To receive audit credit, you must attend at least 80% of the class sessions and report that fact to the instructor by the day of the final. We are quite willing to negotiate due dates in advance to allow for your demanding schedule. Talk to one of us no less than a week in advance of the due date and give me a note with the revised due date. If satisfactory prior arrangements have not been made, the mark on assignments turned in late will be reduced at the rate of one half letter grade per week day and one letter grade per weekend up to a maximum deduction of two letter grades. Unless you qualify for an incomplete as defined in the catalog, all assignments must be turned in by November 19.

TENATIVE CLASS OUTLINE
Jan 2 


Introducing the Course



Syllabus 

The Gospel and its Cognates

The Gospel: in historical perspective

The Gospel: in theological perspective

The Gospel: in contemporary perspective

Evangelism: 

Evangelism:  Jesus’ Theology

Evangelism: NT Patterns 
Jan 3

 
Evangelism:  Common approaches to Evangelism





-Corporate Gathering Models





-Communal Gospeling





-Personal Evangelism 




Gospel Fluency

What is Apologetics

The Jesus Apologetic

Apologetic Strategies

Jan 4

   
The Problem of Evil/Suffering; 
Is Jesus the Only Way?
Is God Really Good?

 


Mock Apologetic Session due
Creation vs. Evolution; Hypocrisy 
Is There Such a Thing as Absolute Truth?
Some Bibliographic Suggestions:

Ken Boa and Robert Bowman, 20 Compelling Evidences that God Exists, RiverOak, 2002.

William A. Dembski, The Design Revolution: Answering the Toughest Questions InterVarsity, 2004
Antony Flew, There Is No A God: how the worlds most notorious atheist changed his mind, HarperOne, 2007.

Gary R. Habermas, The Historical Jesus: Ancient Evidence for the Life of Christ 
Gary R. Habermas, The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus 
Timothy Keller The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism 

Art Lindsley, True Truth: Defending Absolute Truth in a Relativistic World, InterVarsity, 2004

Alister McGrath, Intellectuals Don't Need God, Zondervan, 1993
Alister McGrath, The Twilight of Atheism, Doubleday, 2006.

Reggie McNeal, The Present Future: Six Tough Questions for the Church, Jossey-Bass.  ISBN: 047045315X

Randy Newman. Questioning Evangelism. Kregel. ISBN: 082543324X 
James Sire, Why Good Arguments Often Fail: Making a More Persuasive Case for Christ InterVarsity, 2006

James Sire, The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog InterVarsity, 2004

John Fischer, Fearless Faith: Living Beyond the Walls of ‘Safe’ Christianity Harvest House, 2002.

Nancy R. Pearcey, Total Truth: Liberating Christianity from Its Cultural Captivity Crossway, 2005

Cornelius Plantinga, Engaging God's World: A Christian Vision of Faith, Learning, and Living Eerdmans, 2002
R.C. Sproul.  If there’s a God, why are there atheists?  Tyndale, 1997.
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